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Anastasio named Laboratory director

The University of California
Board of Regents today named
Michael R. Anastasio, currently

deputy director for Strategic
Operations of the Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory and a research sci-
entist nationally recognized for his
leadership in the design and safe stew-
ardship of nuclear weapons, as director
of the UC-managed national laborato-
ry.

Acting on the recommendation of
UC President Richard C. Atkinson, the
Regents appointed Anastasio the ninth
director of the Laboratory during a spe-
cial meeting conducted by telephone
conference call. Anastasio will take
office July 1, replacing departing
Director C. Bruce Tarter.

“This was a very competitive
search, with many fine candidates,”
Atkinson said. “Mike Anastasio
emerged as the right person for this
very important position. Throughout a
22-year career at Lawrence Livermore,
he has distinguished himself as both a
brilliant scientist and skilled adminis-
trator with the right combination of
theoretical and practical experience to
maintain the Laboratory’s historic
place on the cutting edge of science.” 

Anastasio, 53, began his Lab
career focused on the design, evalua-
tion, and understanding of nuclear sys-
tems. Recently, he has been a leader in
the national Stockpile Stewardship
Program (SSP) designed to sustain the
safety, security and reliability of

America’s nuclear weapons stockpile.
He also has served in Washington

as a scientific adviser at the
Department of Energy, providing
advice to senior members of the
department on a variety of SSP issues.

“Mike Anastasio is an exceptional
appointment as director of the
Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory,” said Gen. John A.
Gordon, administrator of the National
Nuclear Security Administration. “I
have the highest confidence in his lead-
ership in helping our nation create the
technology so necessary to advance
security during this crucial time in our
history. Mike has demonstrated an
understanding of the importance of our

national labs working in collaboration
with each other, and provides continu-
ity for an already exceptional team at
Livermore as it marks its 50th year of
contributing to science in the cause of
security.” 

In nominating Anastasio, Atkinson
was advised by a committee of
Regents, research scientists and
research administrators, which in turn
was advised by an application screen-
ing committee consisting largely of the
scientific leaderships of the Livermore
Lab and several UC campuses. 

“I am honored to accept this
appointment,” said Anastasio. “I have
spent nearly 22 years at Livermore and
I feel enormous pride in this institution
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and the people who work here. As
Livermore is among the nation’s top
scientific institutions, we must contin-
ue to make innovative contributions to
advance national security and all areas
of science and technology. I will con-
tinue our strong collaborations with
the other national laboratories and
with the Department of Energy and
National Nuclear Security
Administration, and the University of

California to meet the exciting chal-
lenges that await us.”

Anastasio began his career at the
Lab in 1980 as a physicist in B
Division, one of the two nuclear
weapons design physics divisions. He
later was named leader of the division
before serving as associate director for
Defense and Nuclear Technologies,
responsible for all activities in the

Laboratory’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram. In that capacity, he was instru-
mental in the development and execu-
tion of the national Stockpile
Stewardship Program.

For the last year, Anastasio has been
the deputy director for Strategic
Operations — responsible for all
Laboratory and national security opera-
tions. 

Anastasio graduated from The Johns
Hopkins University with a bachelor’s
degree in physics. He went on to the State
University of New York at Stony Brook,
where he earned his master’s degree and
Ph.D. in theoretical nuclear physics. He is
the recipient of the 1990 DOE Weapons
Recognition of Excellence Award for
technical leadership in nuclear design.
The award acknowledged Anastasio’s
outstanding theoretical and experimental
contributions to understanding boost
physics.

Anastasio and his wife Ann are
residents of Livermore. They have two
daughters in college — Alison and
Alexandra. A sports enthusiast,
Anastasio also plays the cello.
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EDUCATION:
The Johns Hopkins University,
Baltimore, MD - B.A. 1970
(Physics)
State University of New York, Stony
Brook, NY - M.A. 1973 (Physics)
State University of New York, Stony
Brook, NY - Ph.D. 1976 (Physics)

POSITIONS: 
Research Associate in Theoretical
Nuclear Physics - Nuclear
Research Center, Julich, West
Germany (1976-78)
Research Associate in Theoretical
Nuclear Physics - Center for
Nuclear Studies, CEA, Saclay,
France (1978-79)
Visiting Assistant Professor -
Brooklyn College of CUNY (1979-
80)
Physicist - B Division (1980-91)
Chairman Nuclear Explosives
Design Physics Conference (1985)
Boost Physics Project Leader - B
Division (1986-91)
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Design Group Leader - B Division
(1988-91)
B Division/B Program Leader (1991-
96)
Scientific Adviser to the Assistant
Secretary of Energy for Defense
Programs, DOE (1995)
Acting Principal Deputy Associate
Director for Defense and Nuclear
Technologies (11/1995 - 1/1996)
Acting Associate Director for Defense
and Nuclear Technologies (1/1996 –
4/1996)
Associate Director for Defense and
Nuclear Technologies (4/1996 –
5/2001)
Deputy Director for Strategic
Operations (5/2001 – present)

RESEARCH:
Intermediate energy theoretical nuclear
physics, infinite nuclear matter, N-N 

interaction, relativistic effective N-N inter-
action; Nuclear weapons R&D

MEMBERSHIPS:
Sigma Pi Sigma — National Physics
Honor Society
Navy Steering Task Group
LANSCE Division (LANL) Review
Committee
National Academy of Sciences
Committee on S&T for Countering
Terrorism: Panel on Nuclear and
Radiological Issues

AWARDS: 
Graduated with honors in physics (1970)
National Science Foundation Trainee
Award (1970-74) 
Weapons Recognition of Excellence
Award, DOE (1990)

PERSONAL: 
Resident of Livermore since 1980;
wife Ann — a locally recognized quil-
ter; daughters, Alison, Alexandra.
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